
Parents & guardians, start here.  

Read these numbered instructions 

to yourself throughout the process.

While the creation story found in Genesis may not be 
a scientific or historical account of how the universe 
began, it does tell us the truth about creation. This 
beautiful narrative tells us that God is our Creator, the 
grand designer of all the universe. God is the source 
and end of all that is. In addition, it also lets us know 
that everything God made is good, including us. As we 
read about God’s divine power, we realize that even 
though evil entered the world, things are not hopeless.

If God is able to create a universe that is totally good, 
God is also capable of restoring that goodness.
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Getting started. Describe the most beautiful 
or memorable view of nature you have seen 
either with your own eyes or in a picture. 
Ask your child to do the same.
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In the 
Beginning

Faith Stories: God Calls

Family Session with Young Children

Before you begin, read the introduction 
on the right to yourself. It will help you 
understand what you will be exploring 
with your child in the following pages.

Thank you for guiding your child 
through this process. Please be sure you 
have read the Parent Introduction Page 
so you will understand your role. 
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With the help of your child, prepare 
the meeting space. Pull out your Bible, 
light some candles, and add any other 
decoration you’d like to make the space 
beautiful.
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2-22-2

A long, long, long, long time ago, there were no trees, no flowers, no people, 
not even clouds or dirt. There was only the Lord God. When God called 

out, there was no answer. There was no thing or no one to call back. So God 
made the heavens and the earth. Now when God called out, the land and the 
stars, the sun and the moon answered. God saw that it was good.

God made the water rise out of the earth. The dirt 
became wet clay. God took this clay and shaped it and 
reshaped it and made a man. God breathed into the man 
the breath of life. The man could walk and talk and sing and 
dance. When God called out, the man answered, and God 
saw that he was good.

God made a great garden and filled it with all kinds of 
good things to eat. God said to the man, “Eat and enjoy all 
that you like. There is only one thing to remember. Do not 
eat from the tree in the middle of the garden. It is the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat from this tree, you 
will surely die.”

God saw the man walking and heard the man talking, 
but did not see the man singing or dancing. God thought maybe the man was 
lonely. So God took some more clay and shaped all sorts of fish and animals and 
birds and insects. God called out to each creature, big and small. Each creature 
answered. God saw that it was good.

The man loved all that the Lord God had made, but still he did not dance 
and sing. God had an idea. When the man was asleep, God took one of his ribs 
and made a woman. God called out to the woman, and the woman answered. 
God saw that she was good.

When the man woke up, God brought the woman over to him. The man was 
so happy. “At last,” he said, “I have a friend, a partner, someone like me.” God 
called out to both of them, and they began to sing and dance their answer.

The man’s name was Adam and the woman’s name was Eve. The man and 

Based on Genesis 2-3
Read the story below out loud. If your child is old 
enough, he or she can read it to you. Otherwise, 
read it to your child. Along the way, clarify 
anything your child might not understand.
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woman were very happy. They had no chores to do. When they fell or 
bumped themselves, they did not get hurt. They never got colds or 
stomachaches. All of the animals in the garden were 
friendly. They could play with the lions and ride 
on the elephants. It was wonderful to live in the 
garden.

One day when the woman and the man were 
walking, they found themselves in the middle 
of the garden. In front of them was the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. They remembered 
what God had told Adam. “Do not eat the fruit 
from this tree. If you do, you will surely die.” 
The tree was beautiful. The fruit looked sweet and juicy. The 
man and the woman walked all around the tree. They stopped to look up 
through its branches.

While they were looking up, they heard a very small voice. The small 
voice said, “Go ahead, pick the fruit.” The woman looked around and saw a 
snake creeping out of the bushes. 

“Go ahead, eat the fruit,” the snake said again. “What’s the matter? Did 
God say you could not eat the fruit from the trees in the garden?” 

“We can eat the fruit from any tree,” the woman answered, “except this 
one. God said we will surely die if we eat the fruit from this tree.” The 
serpent, who was very tricky, said, “Oh, that is not true. You will 
not die. God does not want you to eat this fruit because, if 
you do, you will become like gods.”

The woman looked at the snake, and then she 
looked at the tree. The serpent said, “Look how ripe 
and juicy! I bet it is very sweet.”

The tree was so beautiful and the fruit looked so 
good that the woman took a piece. She ate it, and then 
she gave it to the man. He ate it, too. Suddenly, they 
were filled with shame. When God called to them, 
they hid.

“What have you done?” God asked. “Have you 
eaten the fruit I told you not to eat?”

The man answered, “The woman gave it to me.” 
The woman said, “It is the serpent’s fault.” God looked at the man and the 
woman, then said, “You ate the fruit you were told not to eat, and now 
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Now discuss the story with your child. Use the 
following or other questions:

1. What was your favorite part of the story?

2. What do you think God called out to specific 
animals (lions, rabbits, and so on)? How do you 
think they answered?

3. What do you think you would have liked most 
about the garden?
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Get your child started on the activity on the next 
page, making sure they understand the instructions. 
Then continue to read below.
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Just for you: God our Creator has made each of us 
special and unique.

God is our Creator and we were each made special. 
We are all unique, one of a kind. The main objective 
of this session is to help you and your child feel good 
about yourselves.

This is your opportunity to make your child feel 
important, to understand that God made us, and that 
God loves us just the way we are.

Remember, the best way to help your child experience 
God’s love is to let him or her know your love through 

words and actions.
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you know good and evil. You must leave 
the garden. From now on, you will have 
to work very hard. Sometimes you will get 
sick. When you fall down, you will get hurt. 
When you see a lion, you will have to run. 
And someday you will surely die.” 

Adam and Eve were sad to leave the 
garden. They were afraid, too. They knew 
things would never be the same—and they 
were right.

When they left the garden, they found 
many things to worry about. Sometimes 
they were hungry. Sometimes they were 
cold. They had to work very hard to find 
food and to make a safe place to live.

Life had certainly changed for Adam 
and Eve. There was only one thing that 
did not change when they left the garden. 
They were still very special to God. God 
still loved them. God still called to them, 
and they called back. Even when they were 
cold and hungry, they sometimes sang 
and danced their answer. They knew how 
good it was to hear God call, and to know 
that God would be there no matter what 
happened.

And God calls to us even today. “I made 
you very special. I will always love you, no 
matter what.”

This is a good time to be present to your child, while 
they complete the activity. As you ask about what they 
are drawing, don’t be afraid to put your arm around 
them.
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God Made Everything
Before there was even time, God made the world and everything that was on it, in it, and around it.

Draw your favorite:

Of all the things that God made, which is your favorite? 

Draw a picture of it in the center circle.

animal vegetable

fruit flower
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Help your child 
get started on the  
activity on the next 
page, and then 
continue to the next 
step. 

1
God made each of us unique. Be ready to share 
some of the things that make you special.

Finishing the sentences below may help. Draw 
in your hair, nose, eyes, mouth and ears on the 
figure. Color the shirt and pants in your favorite 
colors.

2

About Me
Take turns sharing your 
answers. Reinforce the 
positive things your 
child says. This is your 
opportunity to make 
them feel good about 
themselves.

3

1) My birthday is

2) I was born in

3) My favorite color is

4) My favorite TV show is 

5) My favorite dinner is

6) I am really good at

7) When I get angry I

8) The one thing I like most about me is
9) I have a great

10) One thing I really want is
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About Me
There is no one like you. There never was, there never will be. You are one of a kind. Finish the sentences below. 
Then draw in your hair, nose, eyes, mouth, and ears on the figure. Color the shirt in your favorite color. Be ready 
to share some of the things that make you special.

1) My birthday is

2) I was born in

3) My favorite color is

4) My favorite TV show is 

5) My favorite dinner is

6) I am really good at

7) When I get angry I

8) The one thing I like most about me is

9) I have a great

10) One thing I really want is
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Closing Ritual

God and Me

Try one or more of the following activities 
with your child this week:

1. Spend some time star gazing together on a 
clear night. Talk about the vastness of the 
universe.

2. Enjoy a nature walk. Find some of God’s 
tiniest, most interesting, largest, and most 
unusual creations.

3. Find some baby pictures of your child (and 
yours, too). Talk about how God called both 
of you into the world—and how lucky the 

world is to have you.

1

Read Genesis 1:1-5 from your Bible.

Say a brief prayer aloud thanking 
God for creating the fruit, flowers, 
vegetables, and animals your child 
drew earlier. End with the Sign of the 
Cross.
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