
Faith Stories: Spirit With Us

Family Session for Ages 11-14
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The first Christians were Jews. They were awaiting the Messiah, 
and it was the Hebrew Scriptures that the disciples used in 
their preaching. But Jesus’ message soon reached outside the 
Jewish community. Disciples like Philip traveled to many lands. 
This story tells of a time when that message went all the way to 
Ethiopia, where a vibrant Christian community developed. The 
story can be found in Acts 8:4-40.

Getting started. Discuss together: Who was the 
first person to tell you about God? Or who was 
your favorite teacher? Why?
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Before you begin, please read the 
introduction on the right to yourself.
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With the help of your child, prepare 
the meeting space. Pull out your Bible, 
light some candles, and add any other 
decoration you’d like to make the space 
beautiful. 

Then begin with a prayer.
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Philip and  
the Ethiopian
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A long time ago, a man named Philip became a follower 
of Jesus. Philip was a wonderful teacher and healer. 

The apostles picked Philip as one of their seven special 
helpers. Because he was so filled with the Spirit of God, 
many people wanted to believe in Jesus after they met 
Philip. One man who was changed by Philip was a talented 
magician named Simon. “Even I cannot do what you do,” 
Simon told Philip. “You are indeed from God.”

Philip was so open to God’s love that he trusted 
God with everything, including his own life. Everything 
Philip did was for Jesus. Perhaps, then, Philip was not as 
surprised as you or I would be when an angel came to 
speak with him.

“Philip,” the angel said, “get up. You are to travel down 
a new road, a road in the wilderness. Take your journey 
south toward Gaza.”

Philip did not ask why and did not have to think about 
it first. He got up immediately and left. He trusted that he 
would find out what was needed from him as he walked. 
Another man was traveling that same road. This man was 
an important court official, a treasurer for Queen Candace 
of Ethiopia in Africa. The Ethiopian had been in Jerusalem 
to worship and was now returning home. He was seated 
in his chariot, reading the writings of the prophet Isaiah 
when Philip met him.

Philip was pleased to see the Ethiopian reading the 
word of God. He called to him, “Good day, sir. I see you 
are reading. Do you understand all you have read so far?” 

Have one family member read the text below 
out loud or take turns. Along the way, clarify 
anything your child might not understand.

1
Based on Acts 8:4-40
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Remember, Philip was a teacher, and good teachers are 
always ready to explain.

The Ethiopian raised his eyes and examined Philip. Then 
he shook his head and responded, “How can I? No one has 
ever explained it to me. If you have time, come sit with me in 
my chariot and guide me as I read.”

Philip did not have to be asked twice. He knew that this 
was why the angel had sent him down this road. Philip was 
always looking for ways to bring people together with Jesus. 
He wanted everyone to know that all belong to God’s family. He 
quickly sat next to the Ethiopian and read the words from Isaiah 
with him.

“Is Isaiah talking about himself when he speaks of someone 
suffering and dying without justice? Is Isaiah the lamb that is 
killed?” The Ethiopian had many questions.

Philip was delighted. Philip knew that asking questions is 
often the beginning of faith. So, beginning with the stories of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, Philip spoke about God. Then Philip told 
the stories of Jesus. “Jesus,” Philip assured the wise treasurer, “is 
the Messiah promised to God’s people. God has never forgotten 
us. We are saved and we are loved.” Philip and the Ethiopian 
traveled together, listening and speaking to each other. Philip 
talked about how Jesus wants all people to belong to him. He 
explained how followers of Jesus were baptized with water 
and the Spirit. “Baptism is what makes you a member of our 
community,” Philip said.

Just then, the two riders noticed that the chariot was 
passing by some water. The Ethiopian grabbed Philip’s 
shoulder. “Look, there is some water. Why can’t I be baptized 
right here and now?” He then commanded that his chariot 
stop, and he brought Philip to the edge of the water.

Philip was deeply impressed by the Ethiopian. Philip knew 
that his desire to join the followers of Jesus was very strong. 
Together the two went to the water, and Philip baptized the court 
official.

When they came up out of the water, Philip disappeared. The 
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Now discuss the story with your child. Use the 
following or other questions:

1. What most struck you in the story? Why? 

2. Do you feel more like Philip or more like the  
Ethiopian? Why?

3. Who talks to you about God? To whom do you 
talk about God? What are you saying?
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Get your child started on the activity on the next 
page. (The answers to the word search are on page 8.) 
Then continue to read below. 
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Just for you: We need to risk talking about God so 
we and others can grow in faith and love.

We learn about God in many ways, but certainly 
the most common way is by listening. We listen 
to parents, teachers, clergy, and other committed 
Christians. After we learn about Jesus, then we have 
another responsibility: we have to speak to others and 
share our faith! Talking about God is what disciples 

do.
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Ethiopian looked for him but was not 
concerned. He knew God had sent Philip 
to him to call him to Jesus. The Ethiopian 
knew where he belonged now, in the 
family of the Christians. So the treasurer 
found wealth beyond any he imagined.

Philip, for his part, found himself 
in another place named Azotus. He 
shrugged, thinking, “God knows where 
I am needed,” and went on his way 
preaching, teaching, and healing.

Philip continued to reach out to new 
people. They, too, wanted to follow Jesus. 
The Ethiopian went back to Africa and 
many people there joined the Church. 
The Christian community grew larger and 
larger throughout all the world.

The Holy Spirit is always with us to 
remind us where we need to be. Baptism is 
the sacrament that makes us members of 
God’s gigantic family.
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Searching for the Right Words
The Ethiopian was reading Scripture, but he wanted to understand even more. He was willing to search for 
meaning, and Philip was very happy to oblige!

How good are your “searching” skills? Can you find the words in the puzzle below?

R O A D O R E T A W
K R C S T I V J S A
B M I E S E P H C I
E L R L P T I P R P
L E F T P H I L I P
I B A P T I S M P E
E R R O G O E R T J
V A C O B P N I U C
E C H A R I O T R H
O L A S J A N G E L

BELIEVE 
PHILIP 

ETHIOPIA 
AFRICA 

BAPTISM 
SCRIPTURE 

ANGEL

WATER 
CHARIOT 

ROAD
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Have your child start 
their activity on the 
next page, and then 
continue to step 2 

1
Just for you: Many times we are greeted and welcomed 

at church on Sunday. There may be particular people you 
recognize who help to make Mass a welcoming and prayerful 
experience (for example, the greeters, musicians, lectors, 
priest, altar servers, eucharistic ministers, etc).

In the space below, list some things that happen at your 
church to make you feel welcome. 
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Building a Church of Belonging and Welcome

When your children have finished the activity on the next 
page, come up with a common list of five things or people 
that make you feel welcome. The more we feel like we 
belong, the more real the Church becomes to us! 
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Building a Church of Belonging and Welcome
Below is a survey, a way for you to measure the way you feel about something. Check the answers that are right 
for you. (Please remember that a survey is not a test. There are no wrong answers!)

1) I feel welcome at my church

___ always

___ sometimes

___ never

2.) Someone greets me at the front door of our church

___ always

___ sometimes

___ never

3) People extend the Sign of Peace to one another

___ with smiles

___ with straight faces

___ with frowns

4) After Mass at my church

___ people race to their cars

___ some people stay and talk

___ we often have coffee and donuts or some other treat

What did this survey tell you about how welcoming your church is? How can you help your church 
become more welcoming?

Can you name at least five ways (people, events or things said to you) that make you feel welcomed at 
your church?

1) ________________________________________________________________________________

2) ________________________________________________________________________________

3) ________________________________________________________________________________

4) _________________________________________________________________________

5) ________________________________________________________________________
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Closing Ritual

What We Know About God

Prepare a small notebook by writing 
on it “What we know about God.” 
Then use it as a scrapbook, a place to 
save pictures, articles, stories, jokes—
whatever.

Add to your memories of God anytime 
you recognize them.
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Read together the very same 
passage from the prophet Isaiah 
that the Ethiopian was reading, 
Isaiah 43:1-7, in your Bible. 
What promise do you hear in 
this reading? End with the Our 
Father.
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Answer to activity on page 5

R O A D O R E T A W
K R C S T I V J S A
B M I E S E P H C I
E L R L P T I P R P
L E F T P H I L I P
I B A P T I S M P E
E R R O G O E R T J
V A C O B P N I U C
E C H A R I O T R H
O L A S J A N G E L


