
The Catholic churches of Central and South America have 
given much to their northern neighbors. Small faith-sharing 
communities, liberation theology, and many examples of 
courageous martyrdom have profoundly affected the universal 
Church.

Archbishop Oscar Romero, his life and his example, certainly 
fit into this list of shared graces. His real-life story has more 
drama than many fictional works and more to teach us than this 
short treatment can reveal. His commitment to the poor and 
powerless, despite putting him in danger, was inspirational.

Getting started. Discuss together: Who do you 
know who works or volunteers to help poor or 
marginalized people in our society?
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Before you begin, please read the 
introduction on the right to yourself.
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With the help of your child, prepare 
the meeting space. Pull out your Bible, 
light some candles, and add any other 
decoration you’d like to make the space 
beautiful. 

Then begin with a prayer.
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Not so very long ago, there lived a holy man who 
was not only kind but also very brave. This 

man was one of the leaders of our Church. He was an 
archbishop. This brave, holy man’s name was Oscar 
Romero. Oscar Romero was archbishop of a country 
called El Salvador.

El Salvador is in Central America. It is a beautiful 
land, but it has many problems. For many years, all of the land was owned by a 
few rich families. Almost all of the people who lived in El Salvador worked for 
these families. Even though people worked very hard, they were paid very little. 
They were very poor and were treated badly. The government and the police 
were on the side of the rich families. Sometimes people were even murdered if 
they caused trouble for these families.

When Oscar Romero became the archbishop, the rich people were happy. 
“He will stay out of our way,” they said. “He will not cause us any trouble. He 
will stay busy with his learning and his reading.” And they were right. During 
Oscar’s first years as archbishop he decided he would not take sides. He would 
just pay attention to Church business. He would leave the government alone. 
Then one day his good friend, Father Rutilio Grande, was murdered.

Father Grande had been working with the poor people of El Salvador. He 
saw how much they suffered. He saw how mean the soldiers were. He saw how 
people were tortured and murdered if they spoke against the unfair way they 
were treated. Father Grande said, “This is not right. God wants freedom and 
justice for all people. God wants peace and harmony, but God does not want 
rich people to make poor people suffer.” Father Grande spoke against the rich 
families and the government for the way they were acting. 

One day when Father Grande was riding in a jeep, some soldiers stopped 
him. The soldiers shot and killed Father Grande. They shot and killed the old 
man who was with him. They shot and killed the teenager who was with him, 
too. Father Grande, the old man and the teenager joined the list of thousands 

Read the story below out loud. If your child is old 
enough, he or she can read it to you. Otherwise, 
read it to your child. Along the way, clarify 
anything your child might not understand.

1
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who had been murdered because they spoke up for freedom and justice in El 
Salvador. 

Father Grande’s body was carried to the cathedral. (A cathedral is the 
main church in a city. It is where the bishop or archbishop preaches and says 
Mass.) Archbishop Romero was very sad. He knew his friend was a good 
man. “This should not have happened,” he thought. “Father Grande wanted 
only what God wanted for all people: freedom and justice.” For a very long 
time, the archbishop thought and prayed. He thought and prayed and then 
prayed even more. The archbishop spent hours and hours praying.

At that time, God was calling Oscar Romero. Oscar Romero listened and 
he answered. The Spirit was not only with the archbishop, the Spirit was also 
in him. Oscar Romero let the Spirit move him, and the lives of thousands 
of people were changed forever. Oscar Romero became a hero. He took up 
his cross just as Jesus had done. And, like Jesus, Oscar carried the cross to 
his death. Oscar Romero’s cross was the unjust treatment of the people of El 
Salvador.

From that day on, Archbishop Romero began to speak up for the poor. 
He told his priests to protect the poor. He began 
programs to help fix the problems in his country. He 
knew that if the Plan of God was going to happen 
in El Salvador, he could no longer be silent. He 
even told the soldiers, “These are your brothers and 
sisters you are killing. In the name of God, you must 
stop.” 

The rich people who used to have supper with 
Oscar no longer spoke to him. The government 
leaders told him they could not promise him safety. 
The archbishop was very smart. He knew that the 
people in power were going to try to quiet him. He 
knew that if he did not stop speaking out against the 
evil of injustice, he would probably be killed like his 
friend Father Grande. The archbishop was ready to 
die for what he believed. He was ready to die just 
like Jesus, the Lord he loved so much.

And that is what happened. On March 24, 1980, Archbishop Oscar 
Romero was murdered. He was shot to death while he was celebrating Mass. 
He died because he wanted to make the Plan of God happen. He wanted 
peace and justice for the people of his land. Oscar Romero was a martyr. 
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Now discuss the story with your child. Use the 
following or other questions:

1. What is your favorite part of the story? Why? 

2. Do you agree with what Archbishop Romero 
decided? Why or why not?

3. Is there anything you would be willing to die for? 
What?

1

Get your child started on the activity on the next 
page, making sure they understand the instructions. 
(The answer to the puzzle is “A world at peace and in 
harmony.”) Then continue to read below.

2

Just for you: As a community, as a Church, we are 
involved in bringing about the Reign of God in our 
world.

Not only as individuals but also as members of an 
institution, we are called to act for the Reign of God. 
In fact, there is a power in “us” that “I” alone cannot 
capture. Archbishop Romero never stopped loving 
his community and its tradition. It was on this firm 
foundation that he accomplished his ministry. This 
is how the Spirit works for us as well, within the 

structure of our community and our Church.
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Christian martyrs are people who 
are killed because of their belief in 
Jesus and the teachings of the Church. 
Archbishop Oscar Romero believed in 
the Good News for all people. He was a 
holy, kind and very brave man.

God called the archbishop. The 
archbishop listened and answered. The 
great and Holy Spirit was not just with 
the archbishop; the Holy Spirit was 
in him. Archbishop Oscar Romero let 
the Spirit move him and great things 
happened. The world is a better place 
because of Oscar Romero. He stood up 
for his beliefs. He helped the poor. He 
comforted the sorrowful. He took care 
of the sick. He helped make the Plan of 
God happen.

The Spirit has great gifts to give us: 
patience, courage, joy, wisdom. All we 
need to do is be open to the Spirit. If 
we let the Spirit move, we will have the 
Spirit’s power. We can help to make the 
Plan of God happen in our own homes, 
in our schools and in our communities.
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Oscar Romero and the Plan of God
Archbishop Romero lived and died to make the Plan of God happen. Fill in the blanks below using the code, and 
you will discover what the Plan of God is.

1 = O

2 = D

3 = A

4 = I

5 = H

6 = N

7 = Y

8 = E

9 = R

10 = T

11 = C

12 = M

13 = J

14 = W

15 = P

16 = L

THE CODE

15 8 3 11 8 3 6 2

4 6 5 3 9 12 1 6 7

3 14 1 39 16 2 3 10
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Help your child 
get started on 
their activity on 
the next page, and 
then continue to 
step 2. 

1
Just for you: Look through a 
news app, website, newspaper, 
or magazine. First you will 
probably notice the bad news—
and most of it on the front page. 
But if you look deeper, you may 
find good news as well.

2

Bad News, Good News
Use these pieces of good 
news (heroic people, 
happy events, moments of 
compassion, and so on) 
to fill in the newspaper 
below with your young 
person. 

3
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Working Together
We each need to work alone to help make the Plan of God happen. But we also have to work together with other 
people. Think about a time when you worked with other people to help make something good happen. It may have 
been a fund drive or cookie sale. Maybe you and some of your friends helped clean someone’s yard or stopped 
other people from picking on someone else. In the space below write about what you did with the help of other 
people. Finish your story with a picture.

This is what we did:

This is who I worked with:

This is when we did it:

This is how I felt when we finished:

This is a picture of 
me and my friends 
working together to 
help make the Plan of 
God happen:
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Closing Ritual

Social Action

Investigate what your parish offers in the 
way of social action. Many parishes have 
food pantries, outreach programs, or 
cooperative events with social agencies.

1

Share your “Daily Good News” 
papers. Ask God to bless and 
bring peace to people who are at 
war in the world, in their families 
and in themselves.

2
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