
Faith Stories: Spirit With Us

Family Session for Ages 11-14
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The Catholic churches of Central and South America have 
given much to their northern neighbors. Small faith-sharing 
communities, liberation theology, and many examples of 
courageous martyrdom have profoundly affected the universal 
Church.

Archbishop Oscar Romero, his life and his example, certainly 
fit into this list of shared graces. His real-life story has more 
drama than many fictional works and more to teach us than this 
short treatment can reveal.

Getting started. Discuss together: Who do you 
know who works or volunteers to help poor or 
marginalized people in our society?
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Before you begin, please read the 
introduction on the right to yourself.
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With the help of your child, prepare 
the meeting space. Pull out your Bible, 
light some candles, and add any other 
decoration you’d like to make the space 
beautiful. 

Then begin with a prayer.
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The Bishop  
for the Poor
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Not so very long ago, a man sat praying by the body of his 
friend. His friend was Father Rutilio Grande, a priest of the 

country of El Salvador. El Salvador is a country in Central America, 
a beautiful land, but it has many troubles, For years and years a 
handful of wealthy families owned almost all the land, and they 
made all the decisions. They didn’t care about the poor and needy 
all around them.

Father Grande cared very much for these struggling people. He would ride in his jeep to reach even 
those who lived far away from the village church. Father Grande spoke openly against the greedy leaders 
of the country and against the military police, who would torture and kill anyone who tried to stand up 
for justice. It was this that made Father Grande a martyr, one who dies for his or her faith. As he was 
traveling with an old man and a young boy in his jeep, Father Grande and his passengers were shot and 
killed.

Now his body lay in the grand cathedral of San Salvador, and his friend was sitting and trying to 
decide what to do. “Rutilio, my brother priest, my friend, it was only seven years ago we celebrated my 
ordination as bishop. You planned everything; you made it so lovely. Now you are dead, and I cannot 
truly understand why.” The friend placed his head in his hands and prayed some more.

The friend was Oscar Romero, the Archbishop of San Salvador, the capital city of El Salvador. He 
had to make some very tough decisions, indeed. He knew that many citizens would be waiting for his 
leadership, waiting to hear what he had to say about these tragic deaths.

Archbishop Romero was not always concerned with such difficult matters. He was born in 1917 in 
a quiet mountain village. When young Oscar was only thirteen years old, he left this village to follow his 
dream of becoming a priest. He attended a seminary in his own country and then studied in Rome. He 
was ordained in Rome in 1942. He then returned to El Salvador, where he served as pastor, then auxiliary 
bishop (an “assistant bishop”), bishop, and finally as archbishop (the bishop who leads and serves other 
local bishops). It was a great honor to be named the Archbishop of San Salvador.

Archbishop Romero remembered his first years as a bishop. As the Bishop of Santiago de Maria, he 
often rode a horse or a mule to visit people who lived where cars could not go. In those days, he had to 
preside at a funeral for five people murdered by the government police. He knew that such things were 
not right, but he felt it was not his role to get involved.

In his prayer, the archbishop again addressed his dead friend. “Rutilio, was I wrong? Do the people 
need me to speak out against the government?” (Most of his fellow bishops in El Salvador felt that silence 

was the safest and smartest route. They often warned Archbishop Romero to stay out of 
political fights.) “Are they right, Rutilio? Should I continue my quiet resistance? Or do I now 

Have one family member read the text below 
out loud or take turns. Along the way, clarify 
anything your child might not understand.
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need to be more open?”
Even in his sadness, the archbishop could remember that only three weeks before this death this same 

cathedral had been filled with joy and celebration. It had been the day of his installation as archbishop.
When Oscar Romero was named the new archbishop, the wealthy families and the government 

officials were relieved. “At least we will have an archbishop who knows his place,” they told each other. 
“Oscar Romero is more interested in his books and learning than in political battles.”

They would soon find out how wrong they had been about Archbishop Romero. He was indeed well 
educated, but his heart was with his country and his people. He did “know his place”—to serve God.

When the Archbishop rose from his prayers beside Father Grande’s body, he knew what he had to do. 
The Spirit of Jesus, who always calls us to compassion and justice, filled his heart.

This death was a turning point for Archbishop Romero. He closed all the Catholic schools for three 
days of mourning. He ordered that only one Mass be said on the next Sunday 
at the cathedral. All other churches were to remain closed for the day.

Others around the archbishop expressed their dismay and concern.
“This will be seen as a slap at the government.” 
“Won’t this cause only more violence?”
Many disagreed with his decisions, but he went forward with his work. 

Oscar Romero was not going to ignore the violence and injustice any longer. 
He had come to this decision in prayer and he knew it was what God wanted. 
He felt the strength and passion of the Spirit, just as the disciples had on 
Pentecost.

Oscar Romero dedicated the rest of his life to serving the oppressed 
and the hungry. He became a famous speaker throughout the world. He 
preached on radio programs in his own country. He encouraged the people, “Don’t give up. Jesus, too, 
lived a simple, ordinary life. Power and wealth are not the way of the Spirit.” He pleaded with the corrupt 
members of the military, “These are your own brothers and sisters you are killing. In the name of God, 
stop this repression.”

The archbishop became the best friend the poor and worn people of San Salvador ever had. He 
continued to pray to follow God’s will, and he formed programs to help cure the problems of his country. 
Meanwhile, pain and evil multiplied. More and more people were threatened or even killed. It became 
clear that Archbishop Romero himself was in danger of being killed for his beliefs.

The wealthy families who once had considered him a friend would no longer speak to him. The 
powerful and frightening government officials warned that they could no longer promise his safety. Other 
bishops in his country argued with him. “You can’t take sides in this fighting. You will only make it worse.”

“I am on the side of the needy and the hurting people of our Church and our country. I am on the side 
of the priests and workers who are trying to improve the living conditions. I am on the side of Jesus and 
his Spirit.” Archbishop Romero knew that the Gospel message of the Reign of God made him say these 
things.

The whole world knew of Archbishop Oscar Romero and his fight to improve his country. 
He taught us that Jesus’ message was one of liberation, that is, that Jesus wants each of us to live 
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as free, healthy, loved individuals. This can happen 
only when the entire community supports and 
cares for one another.

This teaching was very scary to the cruel and 
powerful leaders. Like the leaders at the time of 
Jesus, they knew that this message would destroy 
their power over others.

On Monday, March 24, 1980, Archbishop 
Oscar Romero was shot and killed while standing 
at the altar celebrating Mass. This was a sad and 
awful time for the people of San Salvador and for 
the world. But even in his death, Oscar Romero is 
a sign of hope for us. The last time he preached in 
the cathedral he said, “If I die, I will live in all of 
you. My life will be a seed, a beginning, for you to 
continue the work.” 

Archbishop Romero used his role in the 
Church to help those who needed him. He built 
a community of hope and courage among the 
Catholics of San Salvador. He became one of 
the most famous martyrs of Central America. 
Sadly, he was not the only martyr, but in 1992 the 
government of El Salvador and the people fighting 
against them came to an agreement for peace. It 
was the sacrifices of these brave Salvadorans that 
led to this peace.

Most of us will never face a life or death choice 
in following Jesus. But all of us will face times 
when we are forced to choose: either we will live as 
Catholic Christians or we will hide our true beliefs 
in order to “get along.” Such times are difficult, but 
the Spirit has promised us strength, wisdom and 
patience. All we need to do is be open to these gifts 
and let them grow in us. The Spirit will give us the 
power to act in our communities.

Now discuss the story with your child. 
Use the following or other questions:

1. What is your favorite part of the story? 
Why? 

2. Do you agree with what Archbishop 
Romero decided? Why or why not?

3. Is there anything you would be willing 
to die for? What?
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Have your child start their activity on the 
next page. Then continue to read below.
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Just for you: As a community, as a 
Church, we are involved in bringing about 
the Reign of God in our world.

Not only as individuals but also as members 
of an institution, we are called to act for 
the Reign of God. In fact, there is a power 
in “us” that “I” alone cannot capture. 
Archbishop Romero never stopped loving 
his community and its tradition. It was on 
this firm foundation that he accomplished 
his ministry. This is how the Spirit works 
for us as well, within the structure of our 

community and our Church.
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The Reign of God
Archbishop Romero felt that there are two goals for Christians. One is to live with our eyes on heaven and the 
other is to live here on earth. God, for Oscar Romero, is best served right here and now.

Jesus tells us in Scripture what the Reign of God is like. It is like a mustard seed, a wedding banquet, a lost coin, 
a pearl of great value, and many other images. This means that our imagination is important for helping the Reign 
of God happen. We have to be able to imagine a better world. 

Using your imagination, what do you think the Reign of God is like? What images would you use to talk to modern 
people your age? (For example, “The Reign of God is like a music video where everyone is dancing to the same 
beat.”) 

The Reign of God is like:

The Reign of God is like:

The Reign of God is like:

The Reign of God is like:

The Reign of God is like:
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Have your 
child start 
their activity 
on the next 
page, and then 
continue to 
step 2. 

1
Just for you: Look through a 
news app, website, newspaper, 
or magazine. First you will 
probably notice the bad news—
and most of it on the front page. 
But if you look deeper, you may 
find good news as well.

2

Bad News, Good News
Use these pieces of good news (heroic people, 
happy events, moments of compassion, and so 
on) to fill in the newspaper below. 

Children will also be looking for something 
for the Daily Good News in their activity. When 
you are both finished, share what you each 
wrote. 

3
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Local Good News
You have read the story of Archbishop Oscar Romero, so you know how powerful it can be when people of faith 
join together.

You and your adult helper will be putting together a newspaper, The Daily Good News. You’ve just been hired as 
a stringer for this paper. (A “stringer” is an independent writer who goes after special stories.) Your assignment is 
to write in the space below some answers for these questions:

• When were you involved in some good news?

• What project have you worked on that succeeded?

• Whom have you helped lately?

You may write this story as an interview with yourself or someone else, as a straight report, or even as an editorial 
(an opinion piece).
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Closing Ritual

Social Action

Investigate what your parish offers in the 
way of social action. Many parishes have 
food pantries, outreach programs, or 
cooperative events with social agencies.
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Share your “Daily Good News” 
papers. Ask God to bless and 
bring peace to people who are at 
war in the world, in their families 
and in themselves.
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